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An Advent Prayer 

Almighty and loving God, 

soon the whole world will 

celebrate the birth of Your 

Son, Jesus. Even as we 

rejoice in our remembrance 

of His birth at Bethlehem, 

we find greater comfort in 

His promise to come again. 

May our preparations for 

this wondrous season 

remain with us, increase in 

us, and become as much a 

part of us as our breathing 

and our heartbeat. Then, 

may we say, "Come, Lord 

Jesus, we are ready." Amen. 

http://2heartsnetwork.org/

advent.htm  

You and your colleagues are warmly invited to the... 

 

Christian Medical Fellowship 

Healthcare Carol Service 

 

When: Wednesday 10 December 2014 

Where: All Souls, Langham Place, London 

Time: 6.30pm 

Hosted by: CMF & All Souls 

 

Reverend Hugh Palmer 

Rector of All Souls, Langham Place will lead a service 

of traditional carols and readings 

 

with an address by 

 

Professor John Lennox 

Professor of Mathematics at Oxford University and author 

of God's Undertaker: Has Science Buried God? He has debated 

Richard Dawkins, Peter Singer and the late Christopher Hitchens. 

A long-time supporter of the healthcare professions, he will bring 

his warmth, wit and wisdom to the occasion 

 

Mulled wine and mince pies will be served afterwards 

No tickets necessary 

 

All are welcome 

Healthcare Carol 

Service 

https://www.cmf.org.uk/bookstore/?context=book&id=182
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Dear Parish Nurses 

 

Thanks you to all who have completed the 

SurveyMonkey statistics for September and October. 

Some of you have experienced one or two problems and, 

as I view them to begin analysing your responses, issues 

have arisen about how the questions are phrased and, in 

turn, how they have been understood and answered. 

This is to be expected with something new and I will 

make every effort to ensure we get reliable results. But I 

will need your help, please. We need your ongoing 

involvement to get this right. We are all on a steep 

learning curve! 

 

Please complete the November survey which will come 

to you by email shortly. The information requested is 

exactly the same although I have tried to adjust the 

wording of some questions to make them clearer (you 

may not agree!) 

 

After the data questions there will be the promised 

Review Section! Just a few simple questions and a couple 

of opportunities to write free text so that we hear from 

you about any difficulties the surveys have presented and 

your ideas for improving it. 

 

Only 26 and 22 Parish Nurses have responded to the 

September and October surveys, respectively, so far! 

Although disappointing, both are still active and can be 

completed retrospectively. Because so few have 

participated to date, I have delayed the request for you 

to submit January to August 2014 data but this 

information is still needed. 

 

If you have not completed these recent 

surveys yet please have a go! I am available 

to help, if needed, by email.  

Many thanks, Daphne Woodhouse  
daphne.w@parishnursing.org.uk  

Chief Executive Officer (Part-time) 

Salary £40,000—£45,000 p.a. pro rata, 

depending on experience  

20 hours per week, with ability to be 

flexible. 
 

Are you passionate about whole-person health care 

and the need to encourage churches to develop health 

ministry?  Are you a nurse with current registration 

who has extensive management experience? 

 

Then you might be the person we are looking for as 

our next Chief Executive:  

 

The focus of the job is to deliver our Strategic plan, 

aiming to increase the number of churches with parish 

nurses (currently 80) to 160 by the end of 2017. Our 

current CEO is due to retire in October 2015 and our 

plan is to recruit a successor in good time to facilitate a 

profitable hand-over period.  

 

Length of contract: Permanent (subject to continuing 

funding being available)  

Location: Negotiable 

Closing date for applications: January 6th 2015 

Interview date: January 23rd 2015 

 

The nature of this post requires the person appointed 

to be in sympathy with the aims and objectives of this 

organisation and to be a Christian believer. This is a 

Genuine Occupational Requirement under current 

employment law.  
We are a growing national charity, part of a global 

network, and we have been in existence since 2006. 

We promote, develop and coordinate Parish Nursing 

across the UK, offering training, advice, resources, and 

a quality assurance scheme to the churches that 

employ or appoint parish nurses.   

Job Advert 

mailto:daphne.w@parishnursing.org.uk
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Thank-you to all those who’ve been sending in the 
service user questionnaires.  We’ll be reviewing them at 
the Coordinators meeting and may make some small 
changes in the light of the results so far.  But here’s a just 
a glimpse of the evidence we are getting. 
 
We’ve had 64 respondents so far, from around 12 
different projects.   21 experiences were home visits, 18 
at church premises and 20 at a community centre, so a 
good mixture. 
The care given varied across all categories, but the most 
boxes ticked were physical care, stress anxiety or 
emotional support, spiritual support or faith discussion, 
support to take part in a local activity, prayer or 
discussion about healing, and pastoral care.  
 
The Outcomes were  
34 improved physical health,  
30 reduced mental anxiety or stress,  
26 spiritual encouragement/support.   
24 increased opportunity for social interaction,  
17 increased knowledge about health concerns and  
4 support with relationship issues 
 
When it came to experience, 
48 gave 10 out of 10,  
3 gave 9 out of 10 and  
6 gave 8 out of 10.   
7 didn’t get as far as that question! 
 
There were lots of  highly positive comments, like “every 
church should have one”...and “I don’t know what we’d 
have done without her”.  “sympathetic, knowledgeable 
and discreet”. So you really are star performers....well 
done 
 
The more we collect, the more significant these figures 
become.  So we’ll let you have the first revision in 
January and do keep on encouraging clients to fill them in 
and send them back to us.  
 
Blessings 
Helen 

 

Conference 
Service User  

Questionnaires 
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Introducing our new Trustee: 

Debra Chand 

 Debra Chand joined Torch Trust in February 2013 as Chief Presence Officer to mobilise 
church support for people experiencing sight loss, particularly through the 
development of the Journeying With befriending service. Debra latterly served as 
Programmes Director (Care & Support) with The PSP Association, developing a 
pathway of care and services for people affected by Progressive Supranuclear Palsy, a 
neurological condition that affects a person’s ability to walk, talk, swallow or see.  

Debra formerly served as Communications Director with The Leprosy Mission England 
and Wales, and Support and Development Director with TLM International, later 
working for the Kent Police ‘2015’ change programme, while completing studies for an 
MBA with Henley Business School.  

Debra is a member of the Institute of Public Relations and has contributed to various working groups and 
publications on palliative, health and care issues. She also served on the Performance and Risk committee for a 
Christian charity, Chapter One, and was Chair of the RSPCA Peterborough Branch. 

Debra is married to Philip and a member of Bretton Baptist Church, Peterborough. 

Articles & Publications 

Benz, C and Chand, D, Carers, in End of Life Care in Neurological Disease, Oliver, D, (Ed) Springer-Verlag, 
London, 2012, pp161-186 

Chand D (Ed), Countdown to Cure, The Leprosy Mission, Peterborough, 1999 

Chand, D, Spotlight on Progressive Supranuclear Palsy, Inside Palliative Care, Vol 13, October 2010, National 
Council of Palliative Care, London 

Chand D, Ensuring access to palliative care for all, British Journal of Neuroscience Nursing 8(2): 103, Apr 2012 

Chand, D, Relationships with people losing their sight, ACCORD magazine, Issue No.80, Autumn 2013, pp25-27, 
Association of Christian Counsellors 

Chand D, Peel, CL, Wilkinson, NCM, A Pathway of Care for PSP and CBD, The PSP Association, 2012 

Peel, CL, Chand D, Thomas S, Wilkinson, NCM, Developing a staged Year of Care model for progressive 
supranuclear palsy, British Journal of Neuroscience Nursing 8(3): 129 – 136, Jun 2012 

 

Working Groups 

Department of Health, Long term Conditions (2012) 

End of Life Care in Long term Neurological Conditions, NCPC, Neurological Alliance, National End of Life Care 
Programme (2011) 

Development of a pathway of care for PSP and CBD (2010-2011) 

Neuro working group, National Council of Palliative Care (2011-12), London 

http://www.bjnn.co.uk/cgi-bin/go.pl/library/article.cgi?uid=91156;article=BJNN_8_2_103
http://www.bjnn.co.uk/cgi-bin/go.pl/library/contents.html?uid=4412;journal_uid=21
http://www.bjnn.co.uk/cgi-bin/go.pl/library/article.cgi?uid=92594;article=BJNN_8_3_129_136
http://www.bjnn.co.uk/cgi-bin/go.pl/library/article.cgi?uid=92594;article=BJNN_8_3_129_136
http://www.bjnn.co.uk/cgi-bin/go.pl/library/contents.html?uid=4479;journal_uid=21


PNMUK Symposium              

2015 

P.O. Box 1296 

Peterborough 

PE2 2NW 

01733 233546 
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Making connections: 

 in Mental Health 
Wednesday 25th March 3pm to                                            

Friday 27th March 2015 1pm 

 

Kings Park Conference Centre, 

Northampton 

£210 per person 

 

 

Revd Professor John Swinton is a mental 

health nurse, a minister of the Church of Scot-

land, and Chair in Divinity and Religious studies 

at the University of Aberdeen.  

Dr Jo Hockley is a nurse consultant, with exten-

sive expertise in hospice and dementia care. 

Ms Edye Hoffmann is founder and director of 

Dementia Compass 

Revd Stephen Willis is a mental health nurse 

and lead chaplain for Northamptonshire 

Healthcare Foundation Trust.    

Dr Brian J Stevenson is a Jungian Analyst, as 

well as an Associate Specialist in Addiction Psy-

chiatry in Leicester. 

Bishop Peter is Bishop of the Catholic Diocese 

of Northampton. 

Revd Colin Pye is a Regional Minister in the 

Central Baptist Association 

Fiona Castle OBE is our patron, wife of the late 

Roy Castle and a well known speaker and writer 

Our Speakers 

To book:  http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parishnursing-symposium-2015-tickets-12001586067. 

Prayer Focus  

 Please pray for the appointment of the future CEO 

for PNMUK; that God will direct the right people to 

apply, and the Trustees will be given wisdom in the 

interviews on 23rd January 

 Please continue to pray for future funding opportu-

nities and successful applications for PNMUK 

 Pray for those planning the symposium, that their 

hard work will bear fruit 

 Pray for the production of the promotional DVD for 

Parish Nursing. Client stories are being gathered, 

and editing will be taking place in early 2015 

 Pray for everyone who has, or is continuing to re-

ceive the support of a Parish Nurse across the coun-

try 

 Pray for God’s peace and blessing to be experienced 

over this Christmas season. 

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parishnursing-symposium-2015-tickets-12001586067

